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Comparison of American and Talmudic Law II: Great Cases of Conflict 



REQUIREMENTS:  
 
Students are expected to complete the assigned readings for each class and be prepared to 
engage in discussion about them. As this is an Honors Course, a robust discussion about the 
issues presented is an important part of the class. Therefore, class participation will 
constitute 15% of the student's grade. A student is allowed to miss no more than two 
classes. Lateness counts as half an absence.   
 
There will be two small written assignments (5-6 pages in length, double spaced with 
standard margins) and one longer research paper (10-15 pages in length, double spaced 
with standard margins) during the semester to allow students to better explore additional 
aspects of comparative law in depth. The page limits will be strictly enforced. The first two 
assignments will be based on primary sources provided by the Professor, including 
Talmudic excerpts and Judaic responsa, and Supreme Court cases.  Students will be 
expected to compare the primary sources of both Talmudic law and American law and 





7. March 10, 2015: Communal Responsibility: The Duty Requirement in American and 
Talmudic Law  

 
When is someone obligated to save his brethren in American law? How is this requirement 
different in Talmudic law? Why are the requirements different, and what should the law 
ideally be?  
 

8. March 17, 2015: The Privilege Against Self Incrimination 
 
Do you have the right to remain silent in Talmudic law? Is it true that "Anything you say can 
and will be used against you in a court of law"? Why do American and Talmudic law differ on 
this topic, and what broader societal questions are implicated by the right against self 
incrimination?  
 
 

9. March 24, 2015: Presentation and discussion of second paper: The Death Penalty 
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Third Paper: Suggested Paper Topics 
The following are a list of suggested paper topics comparing American Law and Jewish 
Law. These are general topics that should be more narrowly defined in your paper. You 
may also choose another topic in a similar vein. The paper must be annotated and may be 
10-15 pages in length.  
 

1. Exigent Circumstances in Jewish Law v. American	Law:	Et	La’asot	La’Hashem	Hefiro	
Toratecha 
 

2. Role of the Bat Kol in Jewish Law 
 

3. Requirement for Heads of State: A comparison between the King and the President 

4. Bankruptcy Law: Compare Jewish Law perspective of the propriety of discharging 
personal debts with the American system.  
 

5. Duty of Confidentiality in American law and Talmudic law 

6. Contract Law: What is adequate consideration under Jewish Law v. American Law 

7. Damages in American Law v. Jewish Law 

8. Employment Law: What are unconscionable terms of employment in Jewish Law 
and American Law?  
 

9. Artificial Insemination: A comparison of identity in Jewish and American Law 

10. Intellectual Property Law: Do you own your idea in Jewish Law and American Law.  

Inheritance law: Bequeathing assets to daughters in Jewish and American law.   


