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This course will run remotely for the entire semester with both synchronous and 
asynchronous components. There will be live mandatory meetings on  
B2,)2.,-@.!C6DE!F!G6HI!?+ and optional meetings on Mondays 1:45 - 2:30 PM, which 
will serve as office hours and Chavruta time. Your participation and discussion grade will 
be factored based on your attendance on Canvas/Zoom during our live mandatory 
meetings. 
 
J1(,2!5&!A@)4/'&)&1.!K2-')()*: Every student is expected to attend the class meetings 
through Canvas/Zoom and to participate in readings or class discussions that take place 
therein. Your cameras should be turned on throughout the meeting time, with no 
distracting backgrounds please. Additionally, I respectfully request that you leave your 
cameras on, even if you need to briefly step away from the computer. Contact me if you 
are having technical difficulties so that your lack of video or sound is not misunderstood 
as inattentiveness.  
 
Our live meetings will be abbreviated to help you avoid Zoom fatigue but are a crucial 
component of your learning and really should not be missed as I ,&!)&5!()52),!5&!'24&',!
5/2.2!%(:2!=225()*.. While I understand that there may be circumstances that require you 
to miss class please be sure to let me know in advance, if possible, and absence due to 
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Students with disabilities who are enrolled in this course and who will be requesting 
documented disability-related accommodations should be in touch with the Office of 
Disability Services, rkohn1@yu.edu during the first week of class. Once you have been 
approved for accommodations, please submit your accommodation letter and discuss any 
specifics with me to ensure the successful implementation of your accommodations. 
>4-,2=(4!A1$$&'56!
Academic support is available to you if you are having any difficulties that could include 
the following but are not limited to these: understanding assignments, navigating research 
papers, issues with time management of your schedule and your life or general college 
adjustment, please make an appointment with Dr. Beth Hait. She is available Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 9am - 6pm. To make an appointment, go to yu2.mywconline.com. 
Click on the arrow next to "Academic Advisement" and scroll down to "Student 
Academic Support". 
 
K(8'-'@!A1$$&'56 
Get all the support you need with research for your courses. The Yeshiva University 
Libraries (library.yu.edu) offer individualized consultations that will help you locate and 
cite journal articles, books, and other credible sources for solid papers, presentations, and 
reports. Skilled information-seekers succeed academically and in the workplace. Prepare 
for the future by contacting the library at https://library.yu.edu/ask_the_library. 
 

N&$(4.6!
B22O!C!
L)5'&,145(&)!5&!5/2!0&1'.26!!
!
Goals & Expectations 
Course structure 
Navigating Canvas  
Navigating Online Databases 
 
B22O!G!
 

LP L)5'&,145(&)!5&!+(,'-./!
!

32Q()()*!52'=.  
הדגא שרדמ הכלה שרדמ דומלת הנשמ ארקמ –  
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N/2!5'-).=(..(&)!&Q! RSTU!VWXY!ZU :  
םיאנתה תפוקת    

םיארומאה תפוקת  
 
B/-5!(.!+(,'-./[!

   תושרד /ןשרד & שרדמ 
Types of midrashim and drashot 
 
+(,'-./!M-%-O/-/!
Overview of Major Works, Tools & Schools of Thought 
Malbim on Midrash Halakhah 
 
B22O!HFE!
 
+(,'-./!>**-,-/  
Historical Background 
Midrash in the Synagogue vs. the Beit Midrash 
Overview of Major Works of Midrash, Collections, & Critical Editions.  

תושרדה שרדמ/םירואבה שרדמ  
The importance of Midrash 
 

LLP M&\!5&!;2-,!-),!A51,@!+(,'-./!
!

+(,'-./(4!]&'=.!
!
(Selections from WT^V_R!TWU !will be assigned and studied) 
 
Breaking down the midrashic structure: 

`Ta_!U^b`U!SU`TVU !
- החיתפ  

-הפוג  
-לשמ  

-ינשרד רופיס  
-םגתפ  

-םימכח ישעמ  
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ee!?-'./-/!0&')2'!ee!+(,'-./!&)! ZTVR!UVWSX !

Understanding midrashic disputes and varying perspectives (the ותטישל  approach) 
 
Studies in: 

S_fT^!TWU !
Zg_fR^ !

!
+(,52'=!!
 
B22O!h 
i.2!&Q!+(,'-./!()!5/2!0&==2)5-'(2.!&Q!;(./&)(=!
Rashi 
R. Avraham Ibn Ezra 
>4/'&)(=6!

רקי ילכ  
הלבקהו בתכה  

 
B22O!CI 
N-%=1,(4!>**-,(5-  
The relationship between Halakhah and Aggadah 
 
i),2'.5-),()*!"#5'-Fj(8%(4-%!A5&'(2.!!
!
B22O!CCFCH!
 

LP N/2!M(.5&'(4-%!;242$5(&)!&Q!+(,'-./6!
!

Literal vs. Non-Literal Reading and the Role of Allegory 
 

J2&)(=6!
R. Sherira 
R. Hai 
R. Shmuel bar Hofni  
 
;(./&)(=6!!
Maimonides 






