
pg. 1 

didactic 

Prog 

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM 

�W�����^�d�h�����E�d���,���E�����K�K�< 

�î�ì�î�ð�r�î�ì�î�ñ 



 YU | KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH | PA Program | PA Student Handbook 202�ð-202�ñ    1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section I: GENERAL INFORMATION 

Yeshiva University �D�]�•�•�]�}�v�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�X 5 
�����}�µ�š���š�Z�����<���š�Ì���^���Z�}�}�o�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y 5 
�W�Z�Ç�•�]���]���v�����•�•�]�•�š���v�š���~�W���•���W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���D�]�•�•�]�}�v���^�š���š���u���v�š�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�X 5 
�W�����W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���'�}���o�•�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�X 6 
PA Program Values�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y... 6 
PA Program Competencies�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y   7 







 YU | KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH | PA Program | PA Student Handbook 202�ð-202�ñ    4 

Failure of One (1) Clerkship Course/Rotation During the Clinical Year Due to 
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Clinical Excellence: Graduates will demonstrate a knowledgeable, analytical approach to 
clinical situations and provide patient care that is effective, high quality, and evidence 
based through the lifespan.  

Professionalism: Graduates will provide health care with integrity, respect, accountability, 
ethics, and compassion and demonstrate a commitment to excellence, lifelong learning, 
and professional development. 

Cultural Competence: Graduates will effectively and sensitively provide culturally 
competent, equitable health care to an increasingly diverse patient population. 

Leadership: Graduates will contribute to and enrich the PA profession throughout their 
careers as mentors, educators, clinicians, and members of state and national professional 
organization. Graduates will contribute to the advancement of medicine and health care 
at their work sites and in the US healthcare systems. 

Scholarship: 
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The ARC-PA is an independent accrediting body authorized to accredit qualified PA educational 
programs leading to the professional credential, Physician Assistant (PA). Accreditation is a 
process of quality assurance that determines whether the program meets established standards 
for function, structure and performance. The ARC-PA does not accredit any academic degree 
���Á���Œ�����������Ç���š�Z�����•�‰�}�v�•�}�Œ�]�v�P���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����W�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�X�_ 

More information about ARC-PA may be found at the following site: http://www.arc
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The didactic year of study introduces students to the study of medicine via an organ system 
approach integrated with clinical problem solving. Early introduction to regular patient contact 
in the didactic year helps students hone their clinical skills. These pre-clinical students actively 
practice the history and physical exam as they assume the role of provider and patient: this 
�‰�Œ�����š�]������ �]�v�Z���Œ���v�š�o�Ç�� �Z���•�� ���� �‰�}�•�]�š�]�À���� �]�u�‰�����š�� �}�v�� �š�Z���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�� ���}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v�� �•�l�]�o�o�•�� ���v���� ���v�����o���•��
development of a patient-centered approach.  Ultimately, didactic year students acquire medical 
knowledge, technical and clinical skills to prepare them for clinical rotations. 

During the clinical year, the students complete ten (10) five (5) week clinical clerkship rotations, 
eight of which are core clinical clerkship rotations: primary care, family medicine, internal 
�u�����]���]�v���U���Á�}�u���v�[�•���Z�����o�š�Z�U�����u���Œ�P���v���Ç���u�����]���]�v���U�������Z���À�]�}�Œ���o���Z�����o�š�Z�U���•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�U�����v�����‰�����]���š�Œ�]���•�X���d�Z����
expectations in the clinical year as in the didactic year are high. On clinical clerkship rotations 
clinical year students are expected to have self-direction and motivation to read and keep abreast 
of their studies. In turn, there is an expectation that clinical year students will have and continue 
to develop self-
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to the PA Program is expected to generally be able to meet the technical standards listed below 
through all semesters of the curriculum: 

�{ Observation: The ability to observe is required for demonstrations, visual presentations
in lectures and laboratories, laboratory evidence and microbiological cultures,
microscopic studies of microorganisms and tissues in normal and pathological states. A
candidate mu
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values. A candidate must possess sufficient interpersonal skills to interact positively with 
people from all levels of society, all ethnic backgrounds, and all belief systems. 

DEMANDS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE PA STUDENTS 

PAs must have the knowledge and skills to function in a broad variety of clinical situations and to 
render a wide spectrum of patient care. PA education is rigorous and demanding physically, 
behaviorally, and cognitively. Below please see examples of the demands placed on the PA 
student during her/his tenure in the program: 

Physical Demands 

- Must be able to stand for long periods of time in class and on
clinical rotations.

- Must be able to have adequate eye-hand coordination, gross, and
fine motor dexterity to perform history, physical exam, and clinical
laboratory procedures.

- Must have normal visual and hearing acuity (with or without
correction).

Mental Demands 

- Must be able to comprehend, synthesize and retain a large
volume of material related to medicine, surgery, and related fields.

- Must be able to tolerate long hours of classroom work, lecture,
laboratory, clinical experiences, self- or group study, etc.

- Must be able to accept constructive criticism from core and
adjunct faculty and clinical preceptors and respond appropriately.
- Must be able to communicate appropriately and effectively in
written and spoken English and in medical terminology.

- Must be able to participate appropriately in examinations,
practical exams, and the like.
- Must be able to work appropriately with patients in a
compassionate, professional, effective, and efficient manner.

Working Conditions 

- Must be able to tolerate difficult and stressful environments,
including potential repeated exposure to hazardous substances,
including bloodborne pathogens; difficult, demanding patients.
- Must be able to work with patients from all cultures, countries,
backgrounds, ages, with a variety of medical problems.

Performance 
Requirements 

- Will be able to perform in the following clinical arenas: inpatient
units, Emergency Departments, private practices, outpatient clinics,
long-term care facilities.
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- Will be able to perform required and relevant invasive and
noninvasive procedures. Will be able to perform at the appropriate
level as determined by the faculty.
- Will participate in community activities as required.
- Will display an ability to work long hours and to complete required
practical examinations.
-Will display understanding of the appropriate ethical and
medicolegal considerations.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE PA STUDENT: 

REQUIRED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

PA education includes laboratories and clinical experiences during which medical equipment 
must be utilized. All students enrolled in the PA Program are required to purchase the following 
medical 
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Chromebooks and Android tablets 
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· Hazard communication,
· Bloodborne pathogens,
· Ergonomics,
· Ergonomics Safe Patient Handling,
· Preventing Workplace violence,
· Biological Agents and Infection Control.

An example of a ten-hour, OSHA approved, low-cost general course in which students may enroll 
is: https://www.careersafeonline.com/courses/healthcare-industry. 

Respiratory Fit Testing (RFT) 
To participate in patient care as a Physician Assistant Student, students are required to have 
proof that Respiratory Fit Testing (RFT) was complete. RFT is mandated by the Occupational 
Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) on the federal level and state level for most localities.  

All students must be prepared to submit a copy of completion of this testing prior to September 
1st. If a student fails to provide proof of fit RFT by this date, he/she will not be permitted to begin 
clinical rotations.  

RFT can be completed by Mobile Health, a company with locations throughout New York. 
Their website is: www.mobilehealth.net. 

�W�����W�Z�K�&���^�^�/�K�E���>���K�Z�'���E�/�•���d�/�K�E�^�[���D���D�����Z�^�,�/�W�^ 

PA Program students are required to join NYSSPA and the AAPA by October 15 in the first 
semester of classes:  

NYSSPA: New York State Society of Physician Assistants: 
https://www.nysspa.org/page/Membership 

AAPA: The American Academy of Physician Assistants: 
https://www.aapa.org/member-central/join/. 

DRUG SCREENING 

�x Prior to the start of clinical rotations, all students are required to pass a drug of abuse
screen and have a negative drug screen result.

�x At any time during the didactic and clinical year, the PA Program may request a student
to have a drug of abuse screen, per the discretion of the faculty or the clinical site.

�x Students are responsible for the cost of the drug of abuse screen.
�x
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provide the patient with adequate notice, offer to transfer records, and arrange for continuity of 
care if the patient has an ongoing medical condition. Discontinuation of the professional 
relationship should be undertaken only after a serious attempt has been made to clarify and 
understand the expectations and concerns of all involved parties.  

If the patient decides to terminate the relationship, they are entitled to access appropriate 
information contained within their medical record. 

Informed Consent 
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familiar with and understand the laws and regulations in their jurisdictions that relate to the 
confidentiality rights of adolescent patients. (See the section on Informed Consent). 

Any communication about a patient conducted in a manner that violates confidentiality is 
unethical. Because written, electronic, and verbal information may be intercepted or overheard, 
the PA should always be aware of anyone who might be monitoring communication about a 
patient.  

PAs should choose methods of storage and transmission of patient information that minimize the 
likelihood of data becoming available to unauthorized persons or organizations. Computerized 
record keeping and electronic data transmission present unique challenges that can make the 
maintenance of patient confidentiality difficult. PAs should advocate for policies and procedures 
that secure the confidentiality of patient information. 

The Patient and the Medical Record 
�W���•�� �Z���À���� ���v�� �}���o�]�P���š�]�}�v�� �š�}�� �l�����‰�� �]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �‰���š�]���v�š�[�•�� �u�����]�����o�� �Œ�����}�Œ���� ���}�v�(�]�����v�š�]���o�X��
�/�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���•�Z�}�µ�o�����������Œ���o�����•�������}�v�o�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����Á�Œ�]�š�š���v���‰���Œ�u�]�•�•�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š���}�Œ���š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�[�•��
legally authorized representative. Specific exceptions to this general rule may exist (e.g., workers 
compensation, communicable disease, HIV, knife/gunshot wounds, abuse, and substance abuse). 
It is important that a PA be familiar with and understand the laws and regulations in his or her 
jurisdiction that r 
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�‰�Œ�}�À�]�����Œ���Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰���•�Z�}�µ�o�������������•�š�����o�]�•�Z�����U�����v�����š�Z�����W�����•�Z�}�µ�o�������}�v�•�]�����Œ���š�Œ���v�•�(���Œ�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�[�•��
care to another provider as soon as it is practical. If a close associate requests care, the PA may 
wish to assist by helping them find an appropriate provider.  

There may be exceptions to this guideline, for example, when a PA runs an employee health 
center or works in occupational medicine. Even in those situations, the PA should be sure they 
do not provide informal treatment but provide appropriate medical care in a formally established 
patient-provider relationship. 

Genetic Testing 
Evaluating the risk of disease and performing diagnostic genetic tests raise significant ethical 
concerns. PAs should be informed about the benefits and risks of genetic tests. Testing should be 
undertaken only after proper informed consent is obtained. If PAs order or conduct the tests, 
they should assure that appropriate pre- and post-test counseling is provided.  

PAs should be sure that patients understand the potential consequences of undergoing genetic 
tests from impact on patients themselves, possible implications for other family members, and 
potential use of the information by insurance companies or others who might have access to the 
information. Because of the potential for discrimination by insurers, employers, or others, PAs 
should be particularly aware of the need for confidentiality concerning genetic test results. 
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PAs should assure terminally-ill patients that their dignity is a priority and that relief of physical 
and mental suffering is paramount. PAs should exhibit non-judgmental attitudes and should 
assure their terminally-ill patients that they will not be abandoned. To the extent possible, 
patient or surrogate preferences should be honored, using the most appropriate measures 
consistent with their choices, including alternative and non-traditional treatments. PAs should 
explain palliative and hospice care and facilitate patient access to those services. End of life care 
should include assessment and management of psychological, social, and spiritual or religious 
needs.  

�t�Z�]�o�����Œ���•�‰�����š�]�v�P���‰���š�]���v�š�•�[���Á�]�•�Z���•���(�}�Œ���‰���Œ�š�]���µ�o���Œ���š�Œ�����š�u���v�š�•���Á�Z���v���‰�}�•�•�]���o���U���W���•�����o�•�}���u�µ�•�š���Á���]�P�Z��
their ethical responsibility, in consultation with supervising physicians, to withhold futile 
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It is unethical for PAs to become sexually involved with patients. It also may be unethical for PAs 
to become sexually involved with former patients or key third parties. Key third parties are 
individuals who have influence over the patient. These might include spouses or partners, 
parents, guardians, or surrogates.  

�^�µ���Z�� �Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰�•�� �P���v���Œ���o�o�Ç�� ���Œ���� �µ�v���š�Z�]�����o�� ���������µ�•���� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �W���[�•�� �‰�}�•�]�š�]�}�v�� �}�(�� ���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�� ���v���� �š�Z����
inherent imbalance of knowledge, expertise, and status. Issues such as dependence, trust, 
transference, and inequalities of power may lead to increased vulnerability on the part of the 
current or former patients or key third parties.  

Gender Discrimination and Sexual Harassment 
It is unethical for PAs to engage in or condone any form of gender discrimination. Gender 
discrimination is defined as any behavior, action, or policy that adversely affects an individual or 
group of individuals due to disparate treatment, disparate impact, or the creation of a hostile or 
intimidating work or learning environment.  

It is unethical for PAs to engage in or condone any form of sexual harassment. Sexual harassment 
is defined as unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, or other verbal or physical 
conduct of a sexual nature when:  

�{ Such conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with an individual's work or
academic performance or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive work or
academic environment, or

�{ Accepting or rejecting such conduct affects or may be perceived to affect professional
decisions concerning an individual, or

�{ Submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition
of an individual's training or professional position.

THE PA AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS 

Team Practice 
PAs should be committed to working collegially with other members of the health care team to 
assure integrated, well-managed, and effective care of patients. PAs should strive to maintain a 
spirit of cooperation with other health care professionals, their organizations, and the general 
public.  

Illegal and Unethical Conduct 
PAs should not participate in or conceal any activity that will bring discredit or dishonor to the PA 
profession. They should report illegal or unethical conduct by health care professionals to the 
appropriate authorities.  
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PAs involved in research must be aware of potential conflicts of interest. The patient's welfare 
takes precedence over the desired research outcome. Any conflict of interest should be 
disclosed. 

In scientific writing, PAs should report information honestly and accurately. Sources of funding 
for the research must be included in the published reports.  

Plagiarism is unethical. Incorporating the words of others, either verbatim or by paraphrasing, 
without appropriate attribution is unethical and may have legal consequences. When submitting a 
document for publication, any previous publication of any portion of the document must be fully 
disclosed. 

PAs as Expert Witnesses  
�d�Z�����W�������Æ�‰���Œ�š���Á�]�š�v���•�•���•�Z�}�µ�o�����š���•�š�]�(�Ç���š�}���Á�Z���š���Z�����}�Œ���•�Z���������o�]���À���•���š�}���������š�Z�����š�Œ�µ�š�Z�X���d�Z�����W���[�•���Œ���À�]���Á��
of medical facts should be thorough, fair, and impartial. 

The PA expert witness should be fairly compensated for time spent preparing, appearing, and 
testifying. The PA should not accept a contingency fee based on the outcome of a case in which 
testimony is given or derive personal, financial, or professional favor in addition to compensation. 

THE PA AND SOCIETY 

Lawfulness  
PAs have the dual duty to respect the law and to work for positive change to laws that will 
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use the knowledge and experience acquired as professionals to contribute to an improved 
community. 

Conclusion 
AAPA recognizes its responsibility to aid the PA profession as it strives to provide high quality, 
accessible health care. PAs wrote these guidelines for themselves and other PAs. The ultimate 
goal is to honor patients and earn their trust while providing the best and most appropriate care 
possible. At the same time, PAs must understand their personal values and beliefs and recognize 
the ways in which those values and beliefs can impact the care they provide. 

Section IV:  CODE OF ETHICS AND CODE OF CONDUCT 

KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH CODE OF ETHICS 

The PA program adheres to the Katz School of Science and Health Code of Ethics. The Katz School 
catalog describes the Student Code of Conduct and may be found at the following:  
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Katz%20School%20Catalog%202020-
2021%201.22.2021%20SLP%20UPDATES.pdf 

Yeshiva University strives to ensure that each student will maintain the highest moral, ethical and 
academic standards. The governing principle within the curriculum is academic integrity.   

�{
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�{ Dedicate her/himself life-long learning, self-reflection, and self-improvement.
�{ Dedicate her/himself to the service of others.
�{ Contribute to a productive learning environment.
�{ Attend and be punctual for all learning experiences.
�{ Comply with the Katz School Code of Ethics.

Students who violate the Code of Conduct are at risk of course failure and probation or dismissal 
from the PA Program. Students undergo professionalism evaluations at the mid-point of each 
semester.  

ACADEMIC STANDING, PROBATION, AND DISMISSAL POLICIES 

Good Academic Standing: Students are expected to remain in good academic standing at all 
times in their respective programs. Not remaining in good academic standing can result in 
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Dismissal During Didactic Year: �����•�š�µ�����v�š���Á�Z�}���Œ�������]�À���•�����v���^�&�_���P�Œ���������~�(���]�o�•���������}�µ�Œ�•���•���]�v���}�v�����}�Œ��
more courses at any time  didactic year may be dismissed from the program. 

�D���l�]�v�P�� �µ�‰�� ���v�� �^�&�_��Grade (Failing a Course�•�W�� �/�(�� ���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�� �Œ�������]�À���•�� ���v�� �^�&�_�� �P�Œ�������� �]�v�� ���v�Ç�� �}�(�� �š�Z���]�Œ��
courses, the student (if not dismissed from the program) must repeat and pass the same course. 
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procedures and to facilitate the initial review of the Academic Integrity process by 
collecting and reviewing documentation. 

Students are not permitted to drop the course in which the alleged incident occurred during or 
after the pendency of proceedings under this policy. 

INITIAL REVIEW: If the student denies the allegations, the Katz School Student Advocate will 
review all submitted evidence and will meet with the faculty, student, and other relevant parties 
to determine if the case at hand falls within the scope of an academic integrity violation. 

HEARING: If the incident appears to violate academic integrity standards, the Dean will convene 
a hearing before the CASI to determine if the student violated academic integrity standards no 
later than 30 days after the student formally denied the incident. The CASI will consist of a four-
person impartial body appointed by the Dean, including the Katz School Student Service 
Coordinator, a Katz School program director, a faculty member, and a student. A non-voting 
representative from the Office of the Registrar may also be present for the hearing. 

The CASI Committee Chair will notify the student in writing of the date, time, and place of the 
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PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL 
When it comes to the attention of any member of the University community that a student may 
pose a threat to the health and safety of themselves and/or others, he/she should immediately 
take reasonable steps to notify his/her supervisor, the applicable Program Director and/or the 
Dean of the School. (If so notified, the supervisor and Dean should in turn notify the applicable 
Program Director.) The Program Director then should take immediate action to assess the nature 
and magnitude of the threat to the student and to others, which may involve consultation with 
others including counseling and other relevant support services. In accordance with applicable 
law and regulations, procedures should be followed to ensure that a student considered for 
involuntary leave is not subject to an adverse action based on unfounded fears, prejudice, or 
stereotypes. 

A psychological, psychiatric, or medical evaluation by a healthcare provider may be necessary to 
determine if an involuntary leave of absence is necessary or appropriate. The student may be 
asked to provide relevant psychological or medical records from his/her healthcare provider. 

To the extent practicable, a student whose involuntary leave is under consideration will be 
informed in person, if practical, or in writing, and will be provided with an opportunity to be 
heard in an interview with the appropriate counseling staff and/or administrative official prior 
to any such decision. 
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In the event a student will be absent to attend a professional conference, observe a religious 
holiday, or attend jury duty, the student must notify PA program personnel a minimum of two 
weeks in advance.  It is recommended that students request postponement of jury duty should 
�š�Z�����}�������•�]�}�v�����Œ�]�•���X�����d�Z�����W�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���Á�]�o�o���‰�Œ�}�À�]�������š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š���Á�]�š�Z�������v�}�š�����À���Œ�]�(�Ç�]�v�P���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•��
full-time attendance in the lock-step Master of Science program. 

Ultimately, the final determination of any absence as excused will be made by the PA program 
faculty.  

Absence and Tardiness Notification Procedure: If a student expects to be late or is unable to 
attend a class or laboratory session or any clinical activity, he/she MUST email faculty and staff 
to note the reason for absence or tardiness and include a phone number at which he/she can be 
reached.  Students must email the following faculty & staff: 

Didactic Year: 
�x Course instructor,
�x Didactic Year Director,
�x Academic Program Coordinator.

Clinical Year: 
�x Course Preceptor/Instructor,
�x Clinical Year Director,
�x Academic Program Coordinator.

The notification regarding an absence must be received 30 minutes before the start of the school 
day/rotation day.  The notification of lateness must be received 10 minutes prior to the start of the 
class/lab/clinical experience.  Sending a message through a classmate is NOT acceptable. 

Unexcused absence or lateness, as well as repeated absence or lateness, will place the PA student 
at risk of course failure, suspension, or dismissal from the PA program. 

CLASSROOM AND LABORATORY DECORUM 
�x Be prompt and prepared.
�x Do not speak when someone else is speaking.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
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COURSE WITHDRAWN BY: PERCENTAGE OF TUITION REFUNDED: 

1st week of semester 100% refund 
2nd week of semester 75% refund 
3rd week of semester 50% refund 
4th week of semester 25% refund 

After week 4th no refund 

Please see the Office of Student Finance website for more details about the tuition refund 
schedule and fees: https://www.yu.edu/osf/contact. 

Readmission after Withdrawing from The University 
A student who neither registers nor secures an official leave of absence for any semester will be 
considered to have withdrawn from the School. A student who wishes to resume studies may 
�Z���À�����š�}�����‰�‰�o�Ç���(�}�Œ���^�Œ�������u�]�•�•�]�}�v�X�_���^�š�µ�����v�š�•���Á�Z�}���Á�]�š�Z���Œ���Á���~�Á�Z���š�Z���Œ���À�}�o�µ�vtarily or involuntarily) 
from the School and wish to apply for readmission must follow the regular admissions 
procedures. Their admission will be subject to the program admissions criteria in effect at the 
time of application for readmission. 

DRESS CODE POLICY 

This Dress Code Policy is implemented to promote professionalism and to ensure student and 
patient safety: 

�x Clothing shall not be torn, frayed, cut-up or slit.
�x Excessively tight clothing, excessively baggy clothing, shorts, clothing that exposes skin in

the chest, abdomen and/or midriff area or upper thigh are not acceptable.
�x All undergarments must not be visible, either by color or outline.
�x Skirts and dresses must be conservative and professional in length, style, and fabric.

Sleeveless dresses are allowed provided undergarments are not visible and
the dress does not excessively expose skin in the chest area.

�x Skirts and dresses shorter than two inches above the knee will be allowed.
�x Shirts/blouses must be appropriately buttoned or zipped. No tube tops or off-shoulder

designs.
�x Pants or slacks shorter than ankle length, i.e. capri/crop pants/gaucho pants, are

acceptable provided the other policies are adhered to, e.g., not excessively tight/baggy,
not deeply slit, not clingy. Pants or slacks shorter than mid-calf is not allowed. Pants or
slacks must be business professional in style and fabric. Hip huggers are not allowed-4 (e)8 (r)]TJ
ET
Q
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�x Any clothing, jewelry, or accessories that contain messages or images that are obscene,
vulgar, or related to tobacco, drugs, alcohol, sex and/or violence are not acceptable.

�x Hair must be well groomed and neat.
�x Baseball caps or other hats (except head coverings required for a rotation activity or

prescribed for religious/cultural observation) are not permitted in the classroom or on
rotations.

�x Facial hair is acceptable if clean and neatly trimmed.
�x Fingernails must be clean, neat, short and well maintained.
�x Students are prohibited from attending any program activity smelling of strong odors,

including but not limited to: cologne, perfume, smoke, alcohol, or poor personal hygiene.

As ambassadors of the Yeshiva University PA Program, clinical year PA students must dress 
appropriately and foster an image of professionalism for the physician assistant profession to 
patients, faculty, staff, and other learners off campus.  

APPEARANCE DURING CLINICAL EXPERIENCES 

Hair 



 YU 



 YU 
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of quality points earned by the total number of credits completed with a grade of A through G. 
The average is truncated to the third decimal place.  

Appeal of Final Grade 
A final grade may be changed by the instructor only for a computational error or recording error. 
In these two instances, the instructor completes a Change of Final Grade Form and the respective 
program director signs to approve the change and will send to the Office of the Registrar. If a 
student believes a grade is incorrect, he/she must first meet with the instructor. Should this 
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�����À�]�•�}�Œ�X���/�(�� ���‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š���U���š�Z���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�� �����������u�]���������À�]�•�}�Œ���Á�]�o�o���š�Z���v���Œ���(���Œ���š�Z���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�� �š�}���š�Z���� �^�š�µ�����v�š��
Progress Committee. Upon receipt of referral from faculty or staff, the chair of the Student Progress 
Committee will meet with the at-risk student and a remediation plan will be developed with 
measurable goals. Remediation sessions will be held per the requirements, and at the discretion of, 
the faculty member(s) remediating the student. 

DECELERATION 

DECELERATION DURING DIDACTIC YEAR 
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external supervised clinical practice experiences. External clinical sites reserve the right to set the 
requirements for their individual organizations including proof of immunizations. Should a 
student be granted a University exemption, the program will endeavor to assist students 
exempted from these vaccines to find appropriate sites. However, the program cannot guarantee 
�‰�o�������u���v�š�� �(�}�Œ�� ���Æ���u�‰�š������ �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �u���Ç�� �]�u�‰�����š�� �š�Z���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�� �����]�o�]�š�Ç�� �š�}�� �š�]�u���o�Ç�� �u�����š��
programmatic requirements including graduation. 

FACULTY AS HEALTH CARE PROVIDER 
It is a policy of the Accreditation Review Commission on Education of the Physician Assistant, Inc. 
(ARC-PA) that no member of the core (full-time) faculty including the Program Director and the 
Medical Director may participate as health care providers for students in the program, except in 
the event of an emergency. 

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT  
Due to the rigorous and demanding nature of the PA program, PA students are strongly 
discouraged from seeking or maintaining employment during their tenure in the program.  

�{ PA students are not permitted to work for the PA program in any capacity while
enrolled in the program.

�{ PA students must and shall not substitute for or function as instructional faculty.
Students shall not be the primary instructor or instructor of record for any component
of the curriculum. 
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remain valid for two (2) years and need not be paid again unless more than two (2) years elapses 
between payment and award of degree.  

Students are bound by the curriculum that was in effect during the first semester they enrolled 
in the program. Students are responsible for meeting regularly with their academic advisors and 
checking their unofficial transcripts to ensure they are on track to graduate.  

ACADEMIC DISTINCTION 
To receive distinction at graduation students must be in the top 10% of their graduating class 
and have achieved a minimum grade point average of 3.8. 

DIPLOMAS  
Diplomas will be mailed to the address students list on the Application for Graduation Form 
�Á�]�š�Z�]�v�����]�P�Z�š���~�ô�•���Á�����l�•���}�(���š�Z���������P�Œ�����������š���X���d�Z�����o���•�š���v���u�����}�v���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����]�‰�o�}�u�����u�µ�•�š���u���š���Z��
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findings. Via formal lectures and laboratories, this course also provides an overview of the 
medical record as well as fosters the development of writing and organizational skills used in 
medical documentation. Additionally, it develops student oral presentation skills that will be 
utilized in clinical practice. Skills will be developed through formal lectures, structured laboratory 
exercises and supervised community-based clinical practice experiences. 

Patient Evaluation II: This second in a series of courses designed to continue the development of 
the knowledge and skills required to obtain and record the complete medical history and perform 
the physical exam.  A focus is placed on development of proper techniques utilized in the 
acquisition of an accurate, focused, and comprehensive historical and physical examination. 
Students learn to utilize accurate medical terminology in the documentation of historical and 
physical exam findings. Via formal lectures and laboratories, this course also provides an 
overview of the medical record as well as emphasizes the development of writing and 
organizational skills used in medical documentation. Additionally, it develops student oral 
presentation skills that will be utilized in clinical practice. Skills will be developed through formal 
lectures, structured laboratory exercises and supervised community-based clinical practice 
experiences. 

Diagnostic Methods I: This is the first in a series of courses designed to develop a functional 
understanding of the appropriate uses and interpretations of clinical diagnostic laboratory and 
radiographic testing. Students learn to select, interpret and evaluate clinical laboratory, imaging 
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synthesize and apply didactic content via clinical problem-solving and simulation laboratories. 
Clinical problem-solving laboratories provide a deeper exploration of lecture topics and repeated 
exposure to important concepts and multi-systemic diseases. Simulation training provides the 
student with the opportunity to practice patient assessment and management skills in a high-
stress, low-�Œ�]�•�l�� ���v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�X�� ���Œ�]���P�]�v�P�� �š�Z���� �P���‰�� �����š�Á�����v�� ���]�������š�]���� ���}�µ�Œ�•���Á�}�Œ�l�� ���v���� �^�Œ�����o-�o�]�(���_��
experiences, patient care simulations do not compromise patient safety if the student makes an 
error. Simulation training prepares the student for dynamic future patient care experiences. 
These laboratories will utilize manikins and/or standardized patients to demonstrate disease 
state clinical manifestations and provide students with opportunities to develop skills in patient 







 YU | KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH | PA Program | PA Student Handbook 202�ð-202�ñ    60 





 YU | KATZ SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH | PA Program | PA Student Handbook 202�ð-202�ñ    62 

Section VII:  CLINICAL YEAR OF EDUCATION 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE CLINICAL YEAR 
Students must successfully complete the didactic year coursework, didactic year summative 
examination, and professionalism evaluations to be eligible for the clinical year. 

CLINICAL YEAR CURRICULUM 
The PA student undertakes an intensive course of study requiring the application of skills and 
concepts acquired during the earlier course work. Each student rotates at varying clinical sites in 
the New York area. 

�{ The Clinical Year consists of four continuous semesters.
�{ There are eight core rotations that are five weeks in length. The core rotations are:

�‰�Œ�]�u���Œ�Ç�������Œ���U���(���u�]�o�Ç���u�����]���]�v���U���]�v�š���Œ�v���o���u�����]���]�v���U���•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�U���Á�}�u���v�[�•���Z�����o�š�Z�U���‰�����]���š�Œ�]���•�U
behavioral health, and emergency medicine.

�{ There are two elective rotations.
�{ Students will gain experience in inpatient care, outpatient care, chronic conditions,
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PA Program clinical year is four (4) semesters: 16 months in length.  Students will complete 38 
credits for the following courses: 

CLINICAL YEAR 
Semester Credits 
Fall 1 semester: 10 credits 
Spring semester: 10 credits 
Summer semester: 9 credits 
Fall 2 semester: 9 credits 
TOTAL CREDITS: 38 

FALL 1, SPRING, SUMMER (3 courses per term of any course below) 
Course  Credits 
PAS 6001 Internal Medicine 3 
PAS 6002 Surgery 3 
PAS 6003 Pediatrics 3 
PAS 6004 Family Medicine 3 
PAS 6005 Emergency O08O44 453 (i)-47.97005
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CLINICAL YEAR COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Internal Medicine Clerkship: The five-week inpatient clerkship in internal medicine provides an 
opportunity to apply the principles of clinical medicine learned in the didactic curriculum. 
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emphasizing a wide range of primary care medical problems. This rotation focuses on exposing 
the student to preventive care, rehabilitation, chronic care and ambulatory clinics. Emphasis is 
placed on data gathering, differential diagnosis, patient management, maintenance of medical 
records, performance of diagnostic and therapeutic skills, follow up care and referral, and the 
provision of health education and counseling. Students learn the value of an interdisciplinary 
approach to primary care.  Further, he or she will gain an appreciation for practice management 
and the role a PA may play in a community health and learn the value of an interdisciplinary 
approach to primary care/community health. 
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