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The United Nations “peace operations are the leading international partner of national institutions 

implementing disarmament, demobilization and reintegration initiatives, designing context-

specific programmes for members of armed groups.”1 The Special Political and Decolonization 

Committee aims to assist post-conflict by supporting UN Peacekeeping Operations in 

implementing Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) Programs.2 The primary 

goal of DDR programs is to facilitate the transition of former combatants from armed groups into 

civilian life while reducing the potential for the resurgence of conflict.  

 

As a result of recent years, violent conflicts have surged, increasing significant human suffering 

and substantial social and economic costs. These conflicts have grown more complex due to the 

multitude of non-state armed groups. With the escalation of these armed groups and the conflicts 

occuring on either international or local levels there tends to be few political solutions. When a 

government exhibits an unwillingness to protect their citizens it can result in a failing 

infrastructure, persistent hardship, and poverty. These evolving circumstances shape the context 

in which DDR Programs operate. Prior to the initiation of a DDR program there are certain 

prerequisites that must be in place, including: The existence of a negotiated peace agreement that 

legally enables DDR, trust in the peace process, the willingness of conflict parties to engage in 

DDR, a minimum of security assurance.3 

 

The Integrated Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration Standards (IDDRS) is a set of 

guidelines and standards developed by the UN to provide a comprehensive framework for 

planning, implementing, and overseeing DDR activities in post–conflict settings. Since 1989 when 

the UN first became involved with DDR they have “carried out and supported DDR programs in 

more than 20 countries around the world.”4 

 
1 https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/disarmament-demobilization-and-reintegration 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disarmament,_demobilization_and_reintegration 
3https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/dpo_study_evolving_nature_ddr_sept_2021_low_res_fa.pdf 
4 https://www.unddr.org/operational-guide-iddrs/  
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In situations where there is no peace agreement “DDR practitioners are combining community-

based programming with weapons and ammunition management.” Their goal is to engage “both 

combatants and youth at risk of recruitment, while providing technical support to political 

processes, including mediation efforts, at different levels.”5 DDR efforts remain a critical non-

military tool in the UN toolbox for directly engaging armed groups.  

 

The goal of DDR programs is to transition ex-combatants and post–conflict areas from war to 

peace. These goals can be described as both short–term and long–term: “The immediate goal is 

the restoration of security and stability, through the disarmament of warring parties.” The long–

term goal of DDR “is the sustained social and economic reintegration of ex-combatants into a 

peaceful society.” It must be noted, though, 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/the_changing_landscape_of_armed_groups.pdf
http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/demobilization/
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