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ENGL 2740 Classic Modern Novels: Time and the Novel 
�0���:�� ���������3�0�����������3�0���'���V�O�R�W 
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Major. It fulfills Interpreting Literature and the Arts. Pre-requisite: English 1100 or 1200H and Honors Program 
or 3.5 GPA. It counts towards the Minor in American Studies.   
 
 
ENGL 2850 Literature of the First World War  
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The Great War, or First World War (1914-1918), was a cataclysmic event so shocking that we are still living 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���U�H�S�H�U�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���×���(�P�S�L�U�H�V���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�G�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���×�D�Q�G���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H��established�² some of them 
still contested. But the impact went beyond geopolitics. Theories of the mind were recast, as the first diagnoses 
�R�I�� �³�V�K�H�O�O�� �V�K�R�F�N�´�² now known as post-traumatic stress disorder�² challenged prevailing notions of the psyche. 
Especially in Britain, women replaced men on the factory line, disrupting traditional norms of gender and 
domestic space. And the young men and women who came of age during the war�² those whom Gertrude Stein 
�O�D�W�H�U���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�V���³�7�K�H�×�/�R�V�W���*�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´�² would never trust political authorities again. In short, the Great War 
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Focusing on twentieth and twenty-first century shapings of the meanings of the Shoah through specific 
disciplines, discourses, institutions and media, the course will consider examples of fiction, poetry, memoir, 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����I�L�O�P�����P�X�V�H�X�P�V�����D�Q�G���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V�����:�H���Z�L�O�O���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H���W�H�[�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���(�O�L�H���:�L�H�V�H�O�¶�V Night,  Andre Schwarz-
�%�D�U�W�¶�V The Last of the Just, �D�Q�G���3�D�X�O���&�H�O�D�Q�¶�V Death Fugue. We will also discuss the work of Charlotte Delbo 
and Jorge Semprun, and look at the story of Denial, which considers the enduring problem of telling and 
retelling the history of the Shoah.  
  
The course will involve writing two essays, one a short critical analysis essay, and the other a longer research 
paper, embedding secondary sources. There will also be weekly assigned readings and periodic reading journals 
due. 
 




